Wellington takes Position on Busaco
But again the British General was not to be bluffed into
any foolhardy enterprise.
. . . Much as I wish to remove the impression which this misfortune
has justly made on the public [he wrote Dom Miguel de Forjaz*], I
do not propose to alter the system and plan of operations which have
been determined, after the most serious deliberation, as most adequate
to further the general cause of the allies, and, consequently of Portugal.1
The French now began to move in earnest and by Septem-
ber iyth had entered in force the valley of the Mondego
where Lord Wellington's forces were at that time disposed.
He now began quietly to retire. Had the croakers some
justification after all ?
But the lion was only crouching before a spring, and the
French and the croakers had both to learn of "Wellington.
" that he was only prepared to retire when he thought it was
policy to do so, but that he was not in the least inclined to let
himself be hunted down *'.2
Instead, therefore, of being driven to the sea, and the
waiting .transports; on September 2ist he turned sharply
and, drawing his army into the mountains, stood at bay upon
the Sierra de Busaco.f
On the summit of this ridge stood a lonely monastery and
here the British General established his headquarters.
Here too lived Brother Jose who kept a record of these
stirring events.
The French were not yet arrived in force, and several days
of skirmishing and manoeuvring ensued. Happy days of
clean, straightforward soldiering in the pure air of the
mountain-tops. For awhile Arthur left his worries below,
and Eved the life he loved.
He was up every morning at five, " by seven he went
outside to inspect the battlefield and the army, by four
1 Dispatches, Vol. Fl, p. 384.                    2 Sckaumann, p.
* A Minister of the Portuguese Government.
f A mountain ridge covering the town of Coirabra.
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